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Grand Bend Vision 2017
Welcome to the Grand Bend Community Foundation’s annual report to the
community.
The Foundation has a proud history in our community, contributing nearly $1
million to a wide variety of projects over the past 11 years. Through our
thoughtful grant-making, we have supported recreation and sports, education,
the environment, the arts, and so much more, touching virtually everyone in our
community.
But we’re not resting on our laurels! The Grand Bend Community Foundation is
looking forward. Through the Community Improvement Coalition, we are bringing
together members of our community to talk about how our community can build
on its strengths and become even better in the future. As the big dreams take
shape, the Foundation will play a key role in helping make them happen.
The year 2017 marks Canada’s 150th birthday. What better way to celebrate than
by creating a compelling vision for our community and leaving a proud legacy for
future generations? You can help by sharing your ideas and thoughts, and by
making a contribution to the Foundation. Every gift is invested permanently and
will continue to make a difference for many years to come.
We thank all the visionary donors, volunteers and local groups who have
supported us over the past year, and look forward to working with you and others
to make exciting things happen in the year ahead.

TomProut, Chair

David Campbell, Executive Director
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Who we are
Grand Bend Community Foundation (GBCF) has been helping local organizations to make a
difference since 2001. Since then we’ve granted more than $900,000 to more than 90 different
projects, including:
•

Kids’ camps

•

Sports fields and playgrounds

•

Local elementary and high schools

•

The Grand Bend Area Community Health Centre

•

The main beach enhancements

•

Pinery Park

•

Grand Bend Arts Centre

•

Grand Bend Aquafest

Many of our grants have been leveraged many times over by contributions from other
organizations and individuals.
We also provide leadership, bringing people together to help us understand community needs,
raise awareness of community issues. and plan for the future.
Today, the Foundation holds assets of more than $2 million and grants approximately $70,000
per year into our community. Our endowment funds are professionally managed, achieving
solid annual returns (6.7% in 2012).
The Foundation is governed by a Board comprised of community leaders from the Grand Bend
area, who generously share their knowledge, skills and connections.
The Foundation actively seeks to build its endowment through legacy gifts from members of our
community. If you’re looking for a way to make a difference now and forever, please talk to us.
Quick Community Foundation Facts:
•

There are 184 community foundations serving Canadian communities

•

The first Canadian community foundation founded in 1921.

•

Community Foundations make approximately $150 million in grants to their
communities each year.

•

Community Foundations hold total assets of more than 3 billion dollars.
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Impact: How we’re making a difference through grants
In 2012 the Grand Bend Community Foundation made a small grant to the Communities in
Bloom Grand Bend Community Garden.
Look what happened.
Community Gardening Blooming in Lambton Shores
(Written by Pat Morden)
It started on a cool but sunny Saturday in May 2012. A group of Grand Bend, Ontario residents
met on a patch of grass behind the community soccer fields, shovels and rakes in hand. Most of
them didn’t know each other, but they had one thing in common: a burning desire to grow
vegetables!
Many people in Grand Bend, a lakeside resort town, live in heavily treed areas, where
vegetables grow reluctantly if at all. A community garden was started in 2011 on a small patch
of land behind the Community Health Centre. It was tough going – the soil was heavy, and the
season was late, cool and wet. Still, there was great excitement when a few carrots and other
vegetables were harvested.
In early 2012, there was construction on land adjacent to the Community Health Centre, and
the garden had to move. The soccer field site was provided by the Municipality of Lambton
Shores, and volunteers eagerly went to work. On that first April work day, the grassy ground
was broken and a rustic fence was erected to keep rabbits out. Before long, garden manager
Walt Michielsens had created eight 4’ X 12’ raised beds, surrounded by mulch walkways, and
installed a water tank. Generous funding from the Grand Bend Community Foundation paid for
soil, lumber and other supplies. By the end of May, gardeners were planting out their plots.
Michielsens created a welcoming gate and gardener Sonja Collinet painted a sign.
Elsewhere in the municipality other community gardens flourished. The people of Thedford
Knox Presbyterian Church established their garden in 2009, also producing veggies for the local
food banks. North Lambton Community Health Centre replaced flower gardens with vegetables
at its Forest and Kettle Point sites. Produce was used by the Centre’s dietitian in nutrition
programs for youth and young mothers, and for a local Community Kitchen. In 2012, the Centre
also participated in the One Tomato Project, designed to encourage youth to volunteer in their
communities. Communities in Bloom co-Chair Catherine Minielly and her husband Jim
experimented with raised beds at their Forest home, a pilot project intended to expand
throughout the community in 2013.
It was a wonderful year for growing vegetables, with lots of sunshine and warmth. By the time
the CiB judges arrived in Lambton Shores, the community gardens were bursting. A group of
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gardeners gathered at the Grand Bend site to greet the judges, beaming with pride. “We had a
great time,” says Michielsens, “and everybody was thrilled with the results.” The Michielsens
have plans to expand the gardens in 2013, and other community gardens are also gearing up
for another growing season.
Community gardeners are springing up across Canada. When asked what makes the Grand
Bend garden unique, Michielsens answers simply: “It’s ours. We got our hands dirty building it,
and we harvested the vegetables. That’s a great feeling.”
Friends of the Pinery Grant

An incredible new addition to Pinery Park was opened a few short weeks ago. (beach 8) The
ribbon cutting ceremony was well attended and held on the new viewing deck which includes a
wheelchair accessible ramp to allow access to the beach.
Store Manager of Friends of Pinery Park Lindsey Ashworth-Ducharme says “this is something
that people in the area wanted and its fabulous to be able to provide this viewing platform and
beach ramp. To be able to provide this accessibility to the beach for those needing wheelchairs
or using walkers is absolutely fabulous. I would like to say a special thank you to the Grand Bend
Community Foundation for their support in making this very worthwhile project happen.”

Grand Bend Community Foundation 6
Report to the Community 2013

Grand Bend Community Foundation Grants Facts
•
•

Grants to date total nearly $920,000 to organizations and initiatives that make our
community stronger.
Grants are leveraged many times over by contributions from other organizations and
individuals

Grants & Flow-through 2012.
Grand Bend Seniors housing
Grand Bend Area Community Health Centre
Grand Bend Community Garden
Grand Bend Youth (municipality)
Friends of the Pinery Park
Municipality of Lambton Shores
Lake Huron Centre for Coastal Conservation
North Lambton Secondary School
Our Lady Of Mount Carmel School
Forest Cliff Camps
Forest Cliff Camps

- Accessibility project
- Electronic Medical records project
- Community Garden project
- Trail recreation project
- Beach WheelChair and Accessibility project
- Beach enhancement project
- Grand Bend -Butt Free beach project
- Student Education bursary
- Education technology project
- Accessibility project
- Kids camp project
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Making a difference through community leadership
The Community Improvement Coalition (CIC) brings together government, business, church and
volunteer leaders to discuss issues and priorities for the Grand Bend area. Formed some eight years ago
by the Foundation, the CIC played a key role in projects such as the skateboard park and main beach
enhancements. The CIC was re-launched in 2012, with the following goals:
• To identify potential projects, activities and events that would improve the economy,
environment, health and viability of the Greater Grand Bend community
• To establish key community priorities
• To explore ways to work together to fund and achieve these priorities
• To help the Foundation plan for future granting.
To date, three community meetings have been held and more are planned.

Making a difference through strong financial management
Our returns:
2012 annual return on the foundation's investments

6.7 %

Since fund inception in December 2001, Average annual return

6.2%

Our grants:
In 2012 our total grants paid out were

68,554 *

Total grants since inception

919,563

Our administration:
As a percentage of funds managed our administrative costs are

2.14 %

* Grant dollars paid out in a year may differ from Grants allocated on a yearly basis as a result
of timing of pay outs.
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Our Donors and Volunteers making a difference.
2012 Volunteers and Donors
We acknowledge with heartfelt thanks the efforts and the generous support of the following
donors and volunteers.
Anonymous
Sheldon Aaron
David & Anne Bannister
Christine Bregman
Sharon Callan
Catherine Campbell
David Campbell
Mary Cardiff
Paul Cuifo
Nelson Desjardine
John and Sandra Dixon
Stephanie Donaldson
Sherwood & Carey Eddy
Brain & Irene Hall
Dr. Michael Hoare
Bob & Kitty Illman
Cam & Randi Ivey
Harlie Johnson
Barbara Jones
Mrs. Joanne Maguire
Judy Mcdonald
Roy & Lois Merkley
Bill and Mary Metcalfe
Pat & Max Morden
Jennifer Mossop
Dr. Liam & Wendy O'Connor
Martha Powell
Tom Prout
Lynda Hillman Rapley
Patty Relouw
William & Joanne Rochester
Ms. Doreen Riggin
John & Barbara Smits
Chris Thompson
Paul Turnbull
Hank & Nancy Winters

Dillon Consulting
Ellison Travel & Tours
Hay Communications
Ontario Agri Business
RBC Bluewater Project
TD Friends of the Environment
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Funds that make a difference.
Endowment funds make a difference in the community year after year. We are grateful to all
who have established funds in the Grand Bend Communty Foundation and continue to
contribute to these funds.
Donor Advised Funds

The Relouw Endowment Fund
Donor Designated and Field of Interest Funds

The M J Muma Endowment Fund
Charlotte Edwards Robinson Memorial Fund For The Arts
Krech Family Fund
Brian and Irene Hall Endowment Fund
The Catherine Campbell Endowment Fund
Unrestricted Funds

The Grand Bend Community Growth Fund
Environment Legacy Fund
The Hay Communications Fund
The Sabourin Family Endowment Fund
The Stephanie and Ted Donaldson Family Fund
The Hank & Nancy Winters Family Fund
The James Southcott Family Fund

Fund Focus:
Family Funds:
Celebrating the Joy of Community and Family
Grand Bend is a very special community -- a place where everyone works together to make
great things happen. Now there’s a special way for you to be part of this community forever –
by establishing a named Family Fund at the Grand Bend Community Foundation.
Most of the Foundation’s funds are permanently invested, with a portion of the annual revenue
used to support community projects. By making a gift to GBCF, you can help us do more, now
and forever. Here’s how it works:
•
•

You can create a Family Fund by making a gift of cash or publicly traded securities.
You or anyone else can add to your Fund at any time.
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•
•
•
•

You can also add to your Fund after your lifetime, through a gift of life insurance or a
bequest in your will.
Your fund will be permanently invested. Each year revenue from your fund will be used
to support wonderful organizations in our community.
Your named fund will be celebrated through a special announcement, and it will be
listed on our website and in our annual report on an ongoing basis.
You will receive an annual statement outlining how the revenue from your fund was
used.

How you Can Make a Difference
Eight Top Reasons to Give to Grand Bend Community Foundation
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

We are a local organization with deep roots in the community
We support a wide range of local organizations and initiatives
We build permanent funds that help our community forever
We multiply the impact of donations by leveraging other gifts
We bring the whole community together to make great things happen
We are transparent and credible stewards
We work with donors to align their vision with the community’s needs
We think long-term

Ways to Give
•
•
•

Cash gifts, annually or as a lump sum, Donation of Shares,
Gifts of life insurance
Bequests through a will

To contact us or donate.
P.O. Box 1150, 45 Ontario St. N.
Grand Bend, Ontario, N0M 1T0
Telephone: (519) 238-2190
Email: gbcf@hay.net
www.grandbendcommunityfoundation.ca

Donations on line can be made at Canada Helps
If you would like and electronic copy of this report, please email us at GBCF@HAY.NET
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GRAND BEND COMMUNITY FOUNDATION
Summarized Financial Statements as of December 31, 2012

Condensed Statement of Financial Position

Assets

2012

2011

Current assets

279,449

269,504

Investments

1,872,331

1,835,572

$2,151,780

$2,105,076

Current liabilities

7,048

3,450

Fund balances

2,056,739

2,105,076

$2,151,780

$1,906,624

Condensed Statements
of Operations

2012

2011

Revenue

182,919

155,386

Expenses

46,076

41,087

Net revenue (before
grants and distribution)

118,367

97,443

Less: Grants and
distributions

68,554

59,400

Excess of revenue over
expenses, grants and
distributions

$49,813

$38,043

Liabilities and Fund
Balances

Vodden, Bender & Seebach LLP are the auditors for the Grand Bend Community Foundation. Complete
audited statements are available upon request by contacting the Grand Bend Community Foundation by
email gbcf@hay.net or by phone 519-238-2190

